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Previous Studies of Word Recognition in Kanji
With	respect	 to	phonological	and	semantic	process-
































































































Lexical Decision Priming of 


























































































































Mean Number of Strokes and Mean Frequency 
of Kanji Primes Used in Experiment 1
Prime	Type
	 	 Semantic 	 Homophone 	 Control
Mean	strokes 18.75 18.79 18.79
Mean	frequency 12.53 12.44 12.52
Note—The	frequency	counts	were	based	on	Amano	and	Kondo’s	(2000)	
report	of	number	of	appearances	per	million	words.
















































































Mean Reaction Time (RT, in Milliseconds) and Accuracy (%) (With 
Standard Errors) of Kanji Word Recognition As a Function of Kanji 
Versus Hiragana Primes (Experiments 1 and 2, Respectively)
SOA
85	msec 150	msec
RT % RT %
Prime	Type 	 M  SE  M  SE  M  SE  M  SE
Kanji	(Experiment	1)
Semantic 741 16.0 92.7 1.8 726 22.6 94.8 2.1
Homophone 780 20.4 92.7 2.0 753 22.2 92.7 1.8
Unrelated 775 20.2 89.2 1.8 762 23.9 90.6 1.5
Hiragana	(Experiment	2)
Semantic 800 35.3 90.6 1.5 771 25.6 93.8 1.4
Homophone 706 19.5 95.5 1.3 701 24.2 94.1 1.8
Unrelated 	 793 	 27.4 	 90.3 	 2.1 	 798 	 28.6 	 89.6 	 2.0
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